Automobiles

Fuel For The Fire

D

uring a casual breakfast early one
morning at the Terrace Bistro at
the posh Langham Hotel in
Pasadena, California, Andrew
Arizmendi of the Rusnak Auto Group turned to
his friend, David Lee, one of Southern California's most famous Ferrari collectors, and said,
“You know, let’s create a community car event
where people can go on a Saturday morning,
drink some coffee, and showcase their superluxury cars.”
That conversation gave birth to Morning
Octane, an event sponsored by Rusnak Auto
Group and Lee’s company, Hing Wa Lee Jewel-

Andrew Arizmendi of the Rusnak Auto Group (Left)
and David Lee (Right) started Morning Octane.

Rusnak Auto Group’s Morning Octane continues
to gain popularity as hundreds turn out to superluxury car show at Pasadena City Hall.
ers, that is now in its third year – and growing
massively in popularity. This past Saturday
morning at the historic Pasadena City Hall, hundreds of people showed up with their stunning
cars from Lee’s $3 million Ferrari Enzo and Bill
Gilmore’s exquisite 1965 Shelby Cobra to

David Lee’s
rare Ferarri
Enzo turned
heads.

Arizmendi’s breathtaking lineup of Rusnak
vehicles including Maserati, Bentley, RollsRoyce, Jaguar, Mercedes, BMW and Audi.
As Arizmendi looks at the mass of people enjoying themselves on this wonderfully warm and
clear Saturday morning in the shadow of the San
Gabriel Mountains, he smiles and says, “We all
have one thing in common here. We love cool
cars.
“When we started out a few years ago, we’d
have 40-50 cars,” he says. “Now we’re up to
350 cars when we have the event at the Rose
Bowl. It’s like, ‘Katie, bar the door.’”
For information on future events visit
RusankOnline.com or follow the Rusnak Auto
Group on Facebook or Instagram.
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“There is no other automobile event like this in
the San Gabriel Valley,” says Lee, whose collection of Ferraris is legendary – among his 11 cars
is a 1987 Ferrari 288 GTO Evolve with a value
of $10 million. There are only five in the world.

1967 Datsun
Fairlady 1600

E

verywhere you look on this magnificent morning, all you see is a sea of
pristine and glamorous luxury vehicles. One of the most spectacular is
Rusnak’s new 2015 Rolls-Royce Wraith V12
with 633 horses.
“The whole idea behind this new model is that is
has a mysterious, cloak and dagger feel to it,”
Arizmendi says, gently touching the magnificent
white machine. “It’s a rocket with complete
luxury.”
Bill Gilmore’s exquisite 1965 Shelby Cobra

Datsun Fairlady 1600 – in turquoise – pass by,
his says, “This is the place to be if you’re a car
enthusiast. The cars here represent your passion
for the vehicles. It’s also an expression of your
success.
“Plus – it’s a rush driving cars like these,” he
adds with a laugh.
These sexy vehicles offer a sense of exhilaration
with their speed, power, style and incredible
engineering.
“You can only appreciate all of that when you
go out and drive cars like this,” Arizmendi says.
“It’s an amazing feeling.” — By Rick Weinberg,
Editor, California Business Journal

Just like Arizmendi’s Maserati GTC convertible,
which is all “power and elegance,” he says. “It’s
pure sport, like a Ferrari.”
Another vehicle that captures the crowd’s
attention is Rusnak’s new 2015 Mercedes S65
Coupe with 629 horses.
“This is sick,” one participant says, marveling at
the slick vehicle.
“This is a performance car that is also a daily
driver,” Arizmendi says. “It’s a brute. It has all
of Mercedes’ racing technology but is the very
definition of luxury. It wears two hats.”
As Arizmendi watches a stunningly rare 1967
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Rusnak Auto Group
337 W Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91105
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